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A WORD FROM THE PASTO

Greetings Family

In the next few days there will be 4th of July celebrations across the country. Holidays pro

opportunities for families and friends to come together to have fun and enjoy quality time fo-

gether. This holiday holds a special meaning. We are reminded of the daydbpéndence
from British rule was declared. The Revolutionary War was a-frarght battle. Many lives
were lost to ensure the freedom of our country. We gained freedom and there was a grea
paid by many. Many soldiers paid the ultimate price in this and other wars throughout hist
that we are able enjoy our freedoms todad
free. There is always a price to pay for freedom and the moment we take our freedom for
granted, we run the risk of losing ¥Ve enjoy the freedom that comes from living in a countr
that is no longer forced to be subject to the rule of another nation. Every fourth of July is s
as we celebrate the freedoms we enjoy in America.

I would like to remind us of another type of freedom that those who know Jesus Christ are
to enjoy. This the freedom in Christ from our sinful nature and from Satan who is often ref
to as the god of this world. Christ has set every believer free through His victory over sin &
death on the cross. Jesus paid the ultimate price for you and me. In Him we have been gr
the ultimate type of freedom. We must be intentional to maintain the gift of freedom that ig
available in and through Jesus Christ. We must be careful so that we do not lose any meg
our freedom in Christ. Galatians 5:1 tel
keep standing firm and do no ttiséssential that wedo t
what is necessary to maintain a right relationship with God. Often times we lose a measur
our freedom to the ways of the world and the ways of our spiritual adversary 8é&tgout our-
selves in a greater position to enjoy the freedom we have in Christ when we stand firm in
faith and walk daily in obedience. We should never take our freedom in Christ for granted
as there are steps taken daily to ensure that America remains a free nation, there must be
taken daily to enjoy freedom in Christ. We must daily spend time in the Word of God. We
spent time in prayer and worship. We mus
result of our relationship with Christ we must maintain a life of serwie.must be sensitive tq
the warnings that the Holy Spirit gives us to help us stay on track. The wars fought for freq
throughout history could easily have had different outcomes. As followers of Christ we kng
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Holy God. We know that in the end God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit will be victorious

Our

enemy is a defeated foe. In Christ we will all ultimately emerge as victorious as we serve the

ul ti mate Commander in Chief. Letds cel eb
more the freedom that we have in Christ over sin, death, and the attacks of our spiritual a
sary Satan. Letos all praise God for the

freedom to serve, and the freedom to grow spiritually. It is my prayer that God will strengtt
your will so that you may choose to walk in freedom daily. May God continue to bless you
give you life.

Peace and Blessings,
Pastor Lavell
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SP This month we will be highlighting the Christmas Outreach of Bethel
H'T and the Education teams. Take this opportunity to learn more about

the ministry of Bethel.

Education Team

The Education
Commi tte
mary goal is to
foster and culti-
vate a commu-
nity of comfort-
able learning for everyone at Be-
thel. We want to develop sustain-
able, engaging programs that ap-
peal to a variety of ages and inter-
ests. Bethel currently offers op-
portunities to engage in Christian
learning through Sunday School
and small group bible studies, as
well as age-specific programs like
LIVE B.1.G and UMYF.

We recognize, also, that learning
can occur anywhere at anytime.
Often, some of our greatest ex-
periences of growth arise from

natural fellowship with others.

d lte £dupation €ommittee is dedi-
cated to collaborating with minis-
tries like United Methodist Men,
Katie Nep Circle, and JOY Circle
to ensure that organic learning is
occurring, too.

In order to establish a true com-
munity of engaged learners, we
have to understand the desires of
our church family. Therefore, we
want to improve communication
between the Educational Leader-
ship of Bethel and our church
members and attendees. We ap-
preciate that you need to be
aware of what is offered in order
to take advantage of it. We also
want you to recognize the vital
role you play in ensuring that our

education ministry is meeting your
needs. Perhaps you are a natural
leader, or a great communicator
with facilitation skills, or someone
who inspires others, or simply an
avid learner. Everyone has an
opportunity to make our education
ministry as special as we are indi-
vidually and collectively. We wel-
come your ideas, talents, and will-
ingness to engage. Please visit
with Kimberly Cowan-Keane,
Education Committee Chair, or
Lance Brookings, Sunday School
Superintendent if you are inter-
ested in joining the Education
Committee or if you simply want
to express your ideas and
thoughts about this vital ministry
at Bethel.

What is COB? A quick
glance at our logo sheds a
clue. Christmas Outreach

@ Bethel is a committee
whose main concern is reach-
ing out to needful
folks at Christmas, specifically
in the greater Stockbridge
area. We service 10 or more
families with a full holiday
meal, toys for children,
canned goods, blankets and
other necessities specific to
their individual needs. In or-
der for us to do this, we ask
various organizations, such
as schools, ROTC's, and local
businesses to sponsor drives
and or donate items that are
crucial to our cause. Money
is also garnered to supple-
ment what our drives do not

bring in. Volunteerism is a
huge part of COB. We de-
pend on volunteers to help
shop, cook, sort, pack, distrib-
ute and greet our needful
families. For more informa-
tion about COB or if you'd like
to be a part of this ministry,
see Doreen Elliott, Alan
Pierce, Mary Ann Hill, Harold
Moore or any other committee
member.

:J; - (hristmas
Outreach
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Adg Thank you
l so much for
year

%, worth of mu-

W@msms Gueﬁzas sic well

done. Bethel would not be the
same without your talent & com
mitment to God. Have a great
summer break a
on July 28th!
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Thank you on be-
., half of our

% family for the love

% and gifts we re-
ceived at the baby
shower. We appreciated every
one who came out and everygne
who sent their love.
Sincerely and with much lovg,
Pastor Lavell and Valerle
Nia and Caleb
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It has been a wonderful whirlwind of a
month for me since | began my ministry
here at Bethel. | am so fortunate to be
working with some amazing and tender-
hearted students. In my 6 years as a
youth pastor, they are by far the most
special young people | have encoun-
tered.
The beach retreat went great. Many
.| thanks to Alan and Patti Pierce for all the
# hard work they put into planning and or-
ganizing the trip. It was a great time to
get to know the youth by spending one-
on-one time with them and getting to
know their hearts. Of course getting a
good tan was a bonus!
During Wednesday night bible study we have been go-
ing through the book of Hosea. The overall theme has
been getting to know the heart of God with the focus of
understanding that He relentlessly pursues us even
though we turn away from him time after time. My goal is
to see the students understand the heartbeat of God
throughout their lives and also for them to see it in the
lives of others. It is definitely intense stuff, but it has
been great. We will continue this study throughout the
summer and | hope all of the youth will make Wednes-
day night bible study a regular part of their week.
On Sunday nights from 5pm to 7pm this summer, we are
enjoying a casual time of fellowship. That might include
anything from watching a movie, playing ping pong or
other games, or just hanging out talking about what God
is doing in our lives. Whatever we do, we always have
fun just spending time with one another. This is a great
opportunity for youth to bring their friends!
| have been so warmly received at Bethel. | have felt
very welcomed and supported since the first day | ar-
rived. SO thank you all for receiving me and being gen-
erous and helpful. I t 6 s b e &am egcited abbut
being a part of the youth ministry at Bethel and can
hardly wait to see where God will lead us.

Blessings,
Nathaniel

Our 5 week Wednesday
night small group study

on "The Me | Want To Be"
by John Ortberg concludes
July 7th.

College and

Thanks to the 11 who partici-
pated and for those of you
who didn't...WE MISSED
YOU!

Ministry

Opportunities to Serve this Summer! The children who
will be attending our Hero Headquarters Vacation Bible
School July 18-22 are calling your name! Please plan to
be a Hero to the kids by offering your time and talents on
one or all 4 nights. Guaranteed good times! There are
also opportunities for you to help with the Children's sum-

mer camps July 5th-9th from 9am-2pm. Contact Pam Gay

or Alicia Mohr now if you can volunteer!

Food & Fun Activities:  Coffee Anyone?
for coffee and hang-out time at Starbucks on Hudson
Bridge at 7PM Friday, July 16th

Love Mexican Food? Plan to join us at Rico's on East
Atlanta Road at 7 PM on Friday, August 6th

Plan to join us

A Plea for Nursery
Volunteers

The nursery ministry needs you. We have
had someone drop off of our team to

VOLUNTLERS

serve on Sunday mornings. We have two o
teams on Sundays. The first team is there from 8:30-
10:30 and the second team is there from 10:30 until the
end of service.

Also, beginning January 2011 the position of Nursery
Coordinator will be open. If you would like to serve in ei-
ther of these two capacities please contact either Pastor
Lavell or Sheila Ricks.

Thanks very much!
Sheila Ricks, Nursery Coordinator

Church Health Team Update

Since we haven't communicated to you in a while, here's an

update from the Church Health Team. Many of you took a
survey, and many of you joined in small group discus-
sions. The team has met several times since, and are or-
ganizing to address a couple of the top items of concern
that surfaced. In the specific area of communication, both

inside and outside Bethel, we're looking to (1) help ministry

leaders get more informed about North Georgia Confer-
ence resources available for their particular ministries, (2)
take a closer look at our website, eNews, and monthly
newsletters as sources of communication, and (3) as-
sess current signage, both campus and inside buildings,
and what we need after the old sanctuary gets moved. Be
looking for more updates in the next few months on the
progress we make !

Team Jean Update
Congratulations! We met our goal for this year's Team
Jean Lupus Foundation Annual walk ! This event brings
more awareness to the 55,000 Georgians who have been
diagnosed with Lupus, and to fund research to find a
cure. No new breakthrough in science to help Lupus has
been found in over 50 years ! And ask Jean Cornwell
about her large cardboard butterfly !

The Henry County Board of Commissioners have
put out a plea for new Box fans to be donated for

Henry Countyds senior

ested in participating you can either leave your

donations or check (made out to Henry County
Board of Commissioners) at any Fire Station. If you have
any questions about this please call 770-288-7865.
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