
Bethel United Methodist Church  

Greetings Family 
 

As a teenager I loved to go for walks in the woods. I particularly enjoyed doing it on 

my grandparents farms. There was something about going beyond what I saw all around me. I 

remember one time in particular when my brother and I as adults went on a little expedition in 

the woods. We decided to go exploring like we had done as kids. It was a clear and beautiful 

day in the North Carolina  mountains about 45 miles south west of Ashville. We were walking 

and talking and having a great time.  We saw an eagle in the trees and began to walk towards 

it. We charted  a path that we had not been on in about  20 years.  Things were going great un-

til we realized that we had gone in a direction that we had never gone in before. Soon we real-

ized that we were a long ways from where we started, and were not sure where we were. I did 

not want to admit it but we were lost. I remember thinking if I could fly like a bird I could rise 

above and get an aerial view of where we were, and find our way back.  The expression of not 

being able to see the forest for the trees took on new meaning. I remember thinking of all the 

stories I heard of people being lost in the woods for days. When we left we did not tell anyone 

where we were going. The thought that someone might have to come and look for us slipped 

through my mind once or twice. It was then that I heard a familiar sound. It was the sound of a 

spring  of rushing water. The sound was soothing and tranquil. I remembered the stories my 

mother told us about this stream of water that flowed from a nearby creek and through the 

woods. It was their source for water when they lived in their first house which was further back 

in the woods.  It was then that I believed that we were going to be fine. I did not know where 

we were , but I felt strongly that this stream would lead us to familiar territory.  As we remem-

bered the stories my mother told us about this stream we felt assurance that we would make it 

out. 

 We were wandering around in the wilderness but we had faith that God would help us 

make it out. I share this story because it reminds me of Jesusô experience in the wilderness. 

Jesus spent 40 days and nights in the wilderness after His baptism by John. He gave a great 

demonstration of wilderness faith.  It is this experience that the observance of Lenten season is 

based upon. This season of wilderness journey provides opportunity for us to develop wilder-

ness faith. This the type of faith that allows us to move forward with less assurance than we 

want. It is trusting more and more in God as we journey through times of uncer-

tainty.  Wilderness faith is something that the children of Israel  needed as they wandered 

around in the wilderness. Jesus had it and it enabled Him to trust in the Heavenly Father  to see 

Him through His wilderness experience. Itôs like the stream that led my brother and I back to 

my Grandmotherôs house.  We wandered through uncharted territory. In our journey on earth 

we often find ourselves in unchartered waters. We go through seasons of transition that chal-

lenge our faith.  I encourage you to read, study, meditate, fast, and abstain during this season of 

Lent. It is my hope and prayer that these next several weeks will  provide fertile soil for deeper 

roots of faith to blossom in your life. The true measure of faith is not what we say we believe. 

The true measure is the faith that we hold onto  as we journey through the wilderness times in 

our life. May God become the center of your joy this Lenten season as we look forward to 

Easter. May God bless you and keep you, and may His face shine upon you and be gracious to 

you. 

 

Peace and Blessings 

Pastor Lavell 
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Fellowship Dinners 
 
March 10:   Potluck dinner  Invite a friend or neighbor! Bring your favorite dish to 
share. Free! If you'd like to make a donation it will go towards 
buying plates and utensils. 

March 24:  Fellowship Dinner will be cooked by ñChristian Fel-
lowship Classò - Menu To Be Determined. 

$5.00 per person , $20 family cap  

Bethel Service Times 
Contemporary Service  

8:30 am 

Sunday School  

9:45-10:45 am 

Traditional Service  

11:00 am 



In recognition of Bethelôs 150th 
anniversary celebration in Au-
gust the United Methodist 
Women are sponsoring a 
ñCelebration Cookbookò. In or-
der to make this a success and 
a meaningful experience for 
everyone, we would like to get 

at least one recipe from every member of the 
Bethel Church family. 
 

We are planning on having a special Heritage 
Section with recipes of members of the family 
that have gone to be with God.  If you have a 
special recipe from someone you love, please 
be sure to get us a copy of the recipe.  We will 
have a basket in each sanctuary to put the 
recipes in.  We will also have a basket with 
blank recipe forms if you would like to use this 
form to write out your favorite recipe.  We 
would like to have them typed, but if you are 
not able to do that, handwritten will be fine. 
 

We will not be able to return the recipes to 
you! The deadline for recipes will be March 
31, so that we can have them available for 
purchase before Homecoming Sunday. 

Honduras Mission Fundraiser  
 

Itôs that time of year again. The 
Honduras Mission Teamôs major 
fund raiser for the Mission Trip to 
Honduras in July is working the 

concessions at the races.  We need 15 to 20 
people to work each day.  We will be working on 
Friday from noon till 5:00p.m., Saturday 7:30 
a.m. till 5:00 p.m. and Sunday 7:30 a.m. till 5:00 
p.m.  If you can help any or all of these days 
please contact Alan Pierce at 
apierce@kraft.com. We will be leaving from the 
church or you can meet us at the track. The 
dates are March 5, 6 and 7. Please let me know 
if you can work. 

 
 
 
 
Stephen Ministry Soup Sale  

 

Stephen Ministry is having a soup sale to raise 
funds for training materials and for supporting 
the ministry in general.   Look for homemade 
soups available for sale after both church ser-
vices on Sunday, March 14 in fellowship 
hall.  You can reserve in advance a quart of 
your favorite  soup by signing up in the narthex, 
or just make a purchase that day.   And after 
you have enjoyed your meal, we are happy to 
recycle the jars, lids, and rings afterwards by 
dropping them off by the donation bins in the 
narthex.  Thank you for your support !  

As the church council chairman, I'm partner in ministry with our pastoral 
leadership, the lay leader, and other members of the council.  With our 
pastor and other leaders I oversee the congregation's plan for making 
disciples.  As council chairman I hold the "big picture" view of the work 

and life of the congregation. I strive to be a spiritual leader - focus on ministry rather that on admini-
stration.  Stay focused on the primary task and vision of the congregation. Help lead the visioning 
and strategic planning process within the church. Actively guide the work of the council and under-
stand the polity and doctrine of The United Methodist Church; become familiar with its resources and 
organization.   
 

My leadership here at Bethel is to honor and glorify God by creating settings where children, youth, 
and adults can enter in a life-changing relationship with God. 

Lenten Notes 
The color purple is being featured in the worship center 
during the Lenten season to represent Royalty. As we 
reflect during this time, the Lion and Lamb figurine re-
minds us of the scripture that HE was led as a lamb to 
the slaughter, and that the Lion of Judah reigns.  Per-
haps it also speaks of community as the lamb and the 
lion lie down together. The spikes on the cross remind 
us of  what is to come as we approach Holy Week.  

Communications Team 

Clyde Smith: Church Council Chairman  



 
 
Mac McArthur,    
Kattilyn Woody. 
Motee Smith.    Troy 
Roark,      Julia      
Cannon,   Nolen 
Ridgway,  Tommy 

Smith,.  Don Brautigan, Walt Leonard, 
Ferald & Ronnie Berryman, Amy 
Hopkins,      Daniel   Montgomery, 
.Susan Bowlin, James Mathis, Joseph 
Hyde,   Harvey Hill,  Harry Orne,    
Barbara  Huffman,  Donald Moye,     
Tillie Clark,   Cheryl Thomas,    Patty 
Lyons.   Kelsey Knight,   Julie Spores,    
Toni Barnes, Shirley  Freeman. The   
Family of Laverne Pritchett. The family 
of Clyde Davies.  Wayne Phillips,    
Barnett Chandler,   Yvonne Waldrop, 
Family of John Cornwell ,  Debbie 
Tucker, Annette Johnson, Patra 
McAfee, Connor Mobley 
 

Bethel Church Family and All of our  
Home- Bound Members. 

Bethel 

Service 

Times 
Contemporary 

Service  

8:30 am 

Sunday School  

9:45-10:45 am 

Traditional 

Service  

11:00 am 

March 22 

Pastor Lavell  

leads a Mid 

Day Bible 

Study.  

Wednesdays 

at NOON in 

the Conference 

Room. 

Drop-Ins  

Welcome 

GIVING SUMMARY FOR FEBRUARY  
 

General Fund Received                           $22,826.22  
Conference Apportionments Received                    177.00  

Mortgage                                               1,787.50  

Total for first last Sunday of January    
 and first three Sundays of February   $24,790.72  
  

 
 

Special Offering (second mile giving)   $ 1,846.00  
 

Our Monthly Budget goal is $32,000.00   
Please see the March 7 bulletin for a complete February recap 

 ñJoy Circleò  of the United 
Methodist Women meets    

 March 18, at 7:00 PM in the 
Fellowship Hall.   

Come and bring a dish to share 
and join in the fun, fellowship 

and growth.  You do not have to 
be a member of the church or 

Joy Circle to attend.  Come find 
out why it is called  
ñJoy Circleò 

òKatie Nep Circleó of the United 
Methodist Women welcomes all 
ladies to their monthly meeting.  

The March meeting will be in 
the Annex.  Join us on March  
13th at 3:00 PM for mission   

Katie Nep Circle  

United Methodist Men  
The monthly meeting will be 
on      March 27 at 8:00 AM  

Join us for Breakfast and  
Fun and Fellowship.  All men 
of the church are urged to 

come ! 

Ladies, please join 
us! We meet at 

the church around 

11:00 am  every 
2nd & 4th  

Tuesday of the 

month.   
You are welcome 

to come eat and 

fellowship with us!  

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.classact.ca/RubberStamps/Christmas/Christmas%2520Words/N47D_D_Joy.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.classact.ca/RubberStamps/ChristmasWords.html&usg=__6d_ASZxz7IDfYPrMnPFOIv2UPP0=&h=607&w=969&sz=27&hl=en&start=596&tbni


CHURCH STAFF  
OFFICE:  770-474-2570    FAX:  770-389-4845 

                     EMAIL                PHONE     
Pastor Lavell Sanders                                  lsanders@bethel-umc.com         770-337-5777                             

Mrs. Sonia Forster, Administrative Asst.                          office@bethel-umc.com  770-474-2570 

Mrs. Dara Pickren-Davis , Music Director                   pickren_davis@comcast.net       912-409-0379                      

Mrs. Margaret Marlow, Pianist / Organist  mma3825461@aim.com  678-447-1242 

Mr. Brian McClure, Pianist /Organist   btcjm@charter.net 

Mr. Randy Godwin                randy@bethel-umc.com                770-954-0198         

Doreen Elliott, Treasurer    [timdor8@bellsouth.net]  770-507-9354 

Stressed?  Discouraged?  Lonely?  Sad?  
Donôt Suffer Alone.  Help is Available. 

 

Sometimes we fall into a trap where we think itôs a sign of weakness to ask for help.  So when weôre 
stressed, discouraged, lonely or sad, we try to keep our struggles hidden and are reluctant to ask 
for help.  However, thatôs not Godôs plan.  Galatians 6:2 says, ñBear one anotherôs burdens, and so 
fulfill the law of Christ.ò  God wants us to care for others - -  and allow others to care for us in our 
time of need.  If youôre sad or struggling inside, donôt suffer alone.  Ask for help.  Weôve got a team 
of Stephen Ministers who are ready to     provide confidential one -to-one care, encouragement, and 
support to help you through a tough time.  Find out more about Stephen Ministers by talking with 
one of our Stephen Leaders:  Laurie Smith , Gail Craft or Diane Geno.   Our Stephen Ministers are 
ready to bring Godôs love and care into your life.   

 

Health Kits for Haiti  
Thank you to everyone who donated to this 

effort.  We were able to send 17 health kits to 

UMCOR.  If you were unable turn in your 

health kit for this shipment we are will con-

tinue to collect and have another shipment 

soon. Your generosity is appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special thank you goes to the Fidelas 

Sunday School Class for sponsoring the 

February  

newsletter. 

 

Thank you to everyone that partici-

pated in the Bridal Shower for 

Nicole Arnold Harris. We were 

overwhelmed at the generosity and love that was 

shown. Bless you all. 

The Arnold and Harris Families 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I cannot express my thanks for the  

encouraging words and cards I have  

received from my Bethel family and 

friends.  

Thank you and God bless you, Joseph  Hyde 



 

Weekly Gatherings:  
 

Tuesday: 7:15 a.m. Sr. High  
  Prayer Breakfast  
  Chick-fil -A at Eagle¨s 
  Landing 
 

Wednesday:  Bible Study-Join  
  us as we  explore the 
  perils and the life les -
  sons in the Book of 
  Job  
 

Sunday: SNL: Sunday Night Live 
  Youth Worship  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

March 19-21 Spring Retreat 

 ($50) ąExtreme Faith© 
 

April 17, Car Wash 9 am - 1 pm 

(in conjunction with BBQ) 
 

June 3-7 Beach Retreat,  in Pa-

nama City Laguna Beach. Some 

scholarships available. If you 

have not signed up yet, sign up 

now! If you are an adult and 

have a passion for small group 

leadership or helping in the 

kitchen « we need you! Email 

bsm@bethel-umc.com  or talk 

to one of the youth leaders.  

Beach Retreat, cost $120.00. 

Adult volunteers needed!  

A B.I.G. Thank You goes out to Pam Gay and 
Cindy Brooking for organizing menus and volun-
teers for the children's dinners.  Thank you also, 
to all who have volunteered to provide a 
meal.  Another B.I.G. Thank You to Carolyn 
Scott for being there every week and for her 
tireless efforts in helping with Live B.I.G.  We 
couldn't do it without you!---Alicia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday evenings 5:00-7:00 p.m. 
 

March 7 Mary of Bethany 
March 14 GREEN PARTY!! Wear something green, 
  eat something green! The Last Supper 
March 21 tŜǘŜǊΩǎ 5Ŝƴƛŀƭ 
March 28 Palm Sunday/Holy Week 

Servant Schedule 
Sunday School Teaching: 
March 7 Alicia Mohr 
March 14 Patti Pierce and Jennifer White 
March 21 Deena Goodwin 
March 28 Christy and Rick Hunt 
 

Childrenõs Church Teaching: 
March 7 Tomika Johnson 
March 14 Genia Walters 
March 21 Alicia Mohr 
March 28 Deena Goodwin 
 

mailto:bsm@bethel-umc.com


March Volunteers 
 

VOLUNTEERS  (March 7) 
Ushers:    Team 5 Kerri Crosby, Don Lewis, Jean 

  Simms, Marvin Walden, Paul  
  Johnson, Catherine Johnson  

Nursery:     8:30: Charmie and Eugenia Walters  
                 11:00: Evelyn Haymons and Linda 
   Henderson  

Childrenôs Church:  Alicia Mohr  
Money Counters:  Larry & Sheila Ricks  

 
VOLUNTEERS  (March 14)  

Ushers:    Girl Scouts Sunday,  
  Gail Quinteros Leader  
Nursery:  

                  8:30:  Deena Goodwin & Nell Redding  
                11:00   Cindy and Clarice Brooking  

                           
Childrenôs Church:  Alicia Mohr  
Money Counters:  Larry & Sheila Ricks  

 
VOLUNTEERS  (March 21)  

Ushers:   Team 1  Jerry Wansley, E.Y. Baine, 
  Jock Baine, Mack Brown, JP Brown  
Nursery:  8:30:   Linda Taylor & Betty White  

              11:00    Charlotte Coltraine & Carolyn 
   Scott  

Childrenôs Church: Alicia Mohr  
Money Counters:   Larry & Sheila Ricks  
 

VOLUNTEERS  (March 28)  
Ushers:  Team 2 Shelia Ricks, Judy Caskey, 

  Bill Caskey, Jeanette Moore, Harold 
  Moore, Johnny Goodwin, Jennifer 
  Gomez, Leo Gomez  

Nursery: 8:30    Barbara Sanders & Tracy  
   Redding  

             11:00    Joni Per -Lee & Abigail Per -Lee 
Childrenôs Church:  Alicia Mohr   
Money Counters:  Larry & Sheila Ricks  

 
 

 

March 01 
March 02 
March 02 
March 03 
March 03 
March 04 
March 05 
March 07 
March 08 
March 08 
March 10 
March 10 
March 14 
March 14 
March 14 
March 15 
March 15 
March 18 
March 19 
March 20 
March 20 
March 21 
March 21 
March 22 
March 22 
March 23 
March 24 
March 24 
March 26 
March 27 
March 27 
March 27 
March 29 
March 30 
March 31 
March 31 

Billy Thurman 
Daniel Ingram 
Helen Thurston 
Linda Price 
Jessica Carpenter 
David Smith 
Jessica Bee 
Alan Pierce 
Ann Woodward 
Mark Pierce 
Stevie Brown 
Courtney Brown 
Jennifer Bartles 
LeeAnn Meek 
Victoria Rose Scott 
Sandra Baxter 
Barbara Updike 
Roger Pierce 
Joanne Smith 
Hanna Finck 
Austin Finck 
Shelly Brown 
Taylor Johnson 
Bobby Bankston 
William Hale 
Gail Craft 
Mallory Pierce 
Stacy Gwen Crowe 
Pat Deloney 
Joanna Delaney 
Jason Masters 
Christian White 
Michelle Porter-Rogers 
Kennedi Crosby 
Emily Marlow 
Ferald Berryman 

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Pierce  

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Hudalla  
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Salvatore  

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Scot Mitchell  
Mr. & Mrs. Eddie Hill  
 

March 01  

March 13  
March 15  

March 20  
March 25  
 


