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A WORD FROM THE PASTOR.....

Greetings Family,

This season of advent we will all take a journey together. Our church wide study called

The Journey by Rev. Adam Hamilton provides us an opportunity to journey with each other from
Nazareth to Bethlehem to the manger and beyond. I look forward to our journey together. The
title of our study reminds me that each of us is on a journey as we travel through life. The journey
is filled with many transitions. The journey is one that can provide mountaintop experiences as
well as those challenging valley experiences. It is my hope that every person on the face of the
earth will pause and reflect on their journey thus far. In doing so, it is my further hope that they
will choose wisely the guide who leads them as they travel along life’s highway.

The beauty of this season for me is the journey that Jesus Christ made for our well being. His jour-
ney was motivated by His unconditional love for each of us. It was a journey from the seat of roy-
alty to the seat of common man. It was a journey to bring the possibility and reality of eternal life
filled with Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. God took a journey through the person of Jesus Christ to a
world in need of a Savior. His journey to earth involved a young peasant girl who was willing to
take a journey with God, with implications for all of humanity. The journey also included a young
man charged to be the earthly father of the Son of God. There is a common thread that surrounds
this divine journey taken by God. There is first the almighty God who loved us so much that He
willingly took a journey that did not end at the manger. There was a willingness by Mary and Jo-
seph to take a journey of divine proportions. All that God asks is that we be willing to take our
life journey and allow Him to be our guide. This journey will take us from sin to salvation, from
death to life, and from earth to the glory of Heaven.

As we enter this season of anticipation of the birth of Jesus Christ, I hope that you are journeying
well. The way you journey well is to journey through this maze called life with Jesus Christ as
your Guide and Leader. Jesus took a journey from Heaven to Earth, from earth to the Cross, from
the Cross to the Grave, from the Grave to Hell, from Hell to the Earth, and from earth to Heaven.
Jesus took a journey for your soul and my soul. I pray that you are journeying with Christ. I truly
believe that if you take a journey with Christ you will never regret your final destination. My
family and I are praying for you as you continue on your journey. Always remember that any
journey requires a good guide. Jesus Christ is the greatest guide you could ever have. He will be
with you all the way. He will not retreat when the journey gets difficult. He will carry you when
you do not have the strength to walk . He will be with you all the way. The scriptures tell us that
He will never leave you or forsake you. Jesus will never abandon you. He will give your journey
promise and purpose. He will light your path when it seems dark. The real question for this sea-
son is, are you on a journey with Jesus today? I pray that you are because it is the greatest trip or
journey that you can ever take. I pray that this is an awesome Christmas season for you. May God
richly bless you now and forever. Celebrate the journey of Jesus Christ and stay with Him for the
rest of your journey. Merry Christmas and God’s Blessings to you.

Peace and Blessings,

Pastor Lavell




For sever al years now we' ve
tance of achievingab5-st ar St atus withi
circles here at Bethel. We’

statement and given examples of the different missions
we jointly and as individua
uted.

In order for Katie Nep and Joy circles to maintain their 5-
Star Status, there are five channels that we each must
perform yearly to meet the criteria:

1. Each circle must contribute quarterly dues.

2. A donation is made in the memory of someone dear
to us.

3. We
sions.

recognize a person’s ¢

4. We light candles in honor of someone dear to us.
5. Each circle contributes to the World thank Bank.

This year, we again, achieved 5-Star Plus Status and in

so doing, Katie Nep has con
Natsll in an effort to help
Joy Circle has taken upon the laborious task for main-
taining Abigail’'s Pantry.

To fulfill the criteria of honor and recognition a donation
was made in the memory of Henry Moseley, Carolyn
White's brother.

Candle burnings were made by Katie Nep in honor of
Linda Henderson, and Joy Circle honors Sandy
Everidge.

Special Recognition for his mission efforts and for all he
does around the church goes to Ron Beavers.
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list and %et your cards ready.
women’s circlil'es have

9 Once you receive the list - choose as many names as
you wish from the list

9 Address your cards with the persons first and last
name and what morning service. They attend (8:30 or
11:00)

9 Bring your cards to church and put them in the deco-

rated box in the narthex as soon as possible and no
mi s -

1 You may also bring cards for fellow members even if
they did not have their name on the list, the cards just
need to be in the box by December 8™.

The cards will be distributed after both morning services
fofh $undayeDecetmber 111 ia the Felddwship Hdll.df you

raie Yict dble tofeedive Youraards for®the 13" the§ @il Stiln g -

be available in the Narthex until December 31°.

Last year over 150 cards were distributed to the Be-
thel family and friends. What a wonderful way to give
and receive Christmas greetings during the Advent
Season --and a great way to save on postage!

Volunteers are needed to help sort & distribute the cards. If
you can help, please contact

Jennifer Gomez, Carolyn Scott or Liz Sparks.
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Stressed? Discouraged? Lonely? Sad?
Don’t Suffer Alone. Help is Available.
Sometimes we fall into a trap where we think it’s a sign of weakness to ask for help. So when we're
stressed, discouraged, lonely or sad, we try to keep our struggles hidden and are reluctant to ask for
help. However, that's not God’s plan. Galatians 6:2 says, “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill
the law of Christ.” God wants us to care for others - - and allow others to care for us in our time of
need. If you're sad or struggling inside, don't suffer alone. Ask for help. We've got a team of

Stephen Ministers who are ready to

provide confidential one-to-one care, encouragement, and sup-

port to help you through a tough time. Find out more about Stephen Ministers by talking with one of
our Stephen Leaders: Laurie Smith , Gail Craft or Diane Geno. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to

bring God'’s love and care into your life.

December Volunteers
THIS MONTH VOLUNTEERS (December 4)
Ray Hudalla Tracy Williams 12/17 | Children’s Sunday School:
Katelyn Per-Lee Ann Pierce 12/18 Christy and Rick Hunt
y ) Ushers Team 3: Nick Sparks, Liz Sparks, Ann Owens,
Kennedy Huft Ken Pritchett 12/21 | Mary Ann Hill, William Cowan, Gail Quinteros
Steve Mohr Jennifer White 12/21 Ac9|ytes: Courtney & Taylor Johnson
Charles Nichols Charles Henderson 12/22 ﬁﬂ:?;f; s Church: Tomika Johnson
Evelyn Haymons Tom Smith 12/23 |11:00 Neda Brimer & Kellie Frissell
Carol McClure Lynn Valentine 12/23 |Money Counters: Mack & JP Brown
) ) VOLUNTEERS (December 11)
Ann Owens Laurie Smith 12125 | children’s Sunday School: Eugenia Walters
Donald Horton Mary Jane McArthur 12/26 | Ushers Team 4: Charlie Henderson, Linda Henderson,
Nancy Nowotny Eddie Mashburn 12/26 go Shealy, Mary Jane McArthur, Jennifer Gomez, Leo
Marsha Harps Peggy Beck 12/27 Agg]lstzeS'
Doris Hester Judy Caskey 12/27 | Children’s Church: Eugenia Walters
Melissa Shealy Clyde Smith 12/27 | Nursery:
. . 8:30 Deena Goodwin & Nell Redding
Lydia Mohr Carolyn White 12128 11:00 Linda Henderson & Charlotte Coltraine
Caroline Mohr Kathleen Davies 12/28 Money Counters: Mack & JP Brown
Jock Baine Danny Hudalla 12/29 VOLUNTEERS (December 18)
; ; Children’s Sunday School: Evie Deloney
S D Val Sand 12/30
usan bavies alene sanders Ushers Team 5: Kerri Crosby, Jean Simms, Catherine
Johnson, Kennedi Crosby, Kendra Crosby
Acolytes:
3€g Children’s Church: Alicia Mohr
@ b ) Nursery:
‘. Xﬁ'ﬁ'f%“ﬁﬁ'é%ﬁ% 8:30 Cheryl & Elsie Newsted
Q 11:00 Barbara Sanders & Tracy Redding
_ : == Money Counters: Mack & JP Brown
Christy & Richard Hunt 3-Dec VOLUNTEERS (December 25)
Ann & Roger Pierce 4-Dec Children’s Sunday School: Patti Pierc_e _
Sandy & Joe Everidge ~ 9-Dec kl/lzlgzr;r'cl)':v?]m\];: I-;’Jrec:\cvanansley, EY Baine, Jock Baine,
Joanne & Tom Smith ~ 12-Dec Acolytes: ’
Nell & Marvin Walden  13-Dec Children’s Church:
Marie & Gerald Wansley 22-Dec Nursell'y: . .
) 8:30 Cindy & Clarice Brooking
Pat & Eddie Mashburn 24-Dec 11:00 Joni & Ab|ga|l Per-Lee
Laurie & David Smith ~ 27-Dec Money Counters: Mack & JP Brown
Pam & Steve Gay 27-Dec
CHURCH STAFF

OFFICE: 770-474-2570 FAX: 770-389-4845 WEB: WWW.BETHEL-UMC.COM
OFFICE HOURS MONDAY THRU THURSDAY, CLOSED FRIDAY 9:00AM - 2:00PM
Pastor Lavell Sanders, Senior Pastor ..........cccccccciieeeiieiecieeeeeieececeeeecteeeecreeeeeeeeeeeseseeenens Isanders@bethel-umc.com
Margaret Marlow, Music DIrector - ....c.cccoceeuriveiinenininiiiniinetctcnns margaret@bethel-umc.com

Sonia Forster, Secretary
Brian McClure, Musician
Randy Godwin, Praise/Worship Leader
Doreen Elliott, Treasurer

.......................................................................... randy@bethel-umc.com

..................................................................................................... office@bethel-umc.com

btcjm@charter.net

bookkeeper@bethel-umc.com

Chanda White, Children’s DIreCtor ...........ccc.ooeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeseeeaes chanda@bethel-umc.com
Justin Cabe, Youth Minister ...........ccocovviiiniiiiiiniiiiiccc e justin@bethel-umc.com
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? ﬂ‘ December 4 Second
Sunday of Advent, the La-
December 4 Sunday afternoon, at 4:00pm, Brian
McClure will present a concert to open the Christmas
families in our area. You do not want to miss this wonder-
ful musical performance.
cantata,it he Maj esty
December 11 On the third Sunday of Advent, the
December 11 On Sunday afternoon, the second
presentationofthei The Maj est y awilbdbet
December 18 The fourth Sunday of Advent, the Chan-
cel choirwillsingi Emmanuel | God
with a beautiful candlelight service, held at 6:30pm with a
special renditionof i Fa | | on
December 25 Christmas Day, morning worship will be
a joint service held at 10:00am, featuring some our
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Friends House Collection
3rd Sunday of each month
For several years now our congre-

gation has supported Friends
House. Save up your coins for the
W 3rd Sunday of each month. The
| abllelint. o FaiengdssHpdse Home will be around
to accept your donation.
A Friend’ s House is
s ti%nal and physical needs of children in crisis. Ser-
gvices such as counseling, medical treatment, aca-
demic assistance and recreational opportunities are
available for the children. Please join us in our ef-
fort to improve the lives of these special chil-
dren. Please visit the other pages on our website
detailing volunteer opportunities or giving opportuni-
dies. of this year’s
s Denatjons Accepted Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00pm a
wish list is listed on their website—
gWwiwv @fsiendshouse.org/friends-house/about-us.html

dedi cat e dnedleetedb®récbgnizedourtot€ aclieVeéhmrents! So,
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Church Wide Bible Study

November 27 — December 18
Bethel will be participating in a
The church wide Bible study called

Nle)0hgeloaill The Journey by Adam Hamil-
"o Betulehem ton. We will meet every Sunday
at 9:30am, the Sunday School
Wi Holr, iR thé Santtiary. We invite you to join us
whether or not you are currently connected with

a Sunday School class.

to Bethlehem

You can use your smart
phone to access more
information about this
study by scanning this

code!
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“THE BEST | CAN DO FOR CHRISTMAS EVE
IS THREE TOGETHER IN THE NINTH ROW.”

Christmas An Afternoon of Christmas Music
Outreach @ Bethel December 4 at 4:00pm
We have marked its fifth

year anniversary last year
and we were so busy doing
what we do best that we

You will not want to miss a beautiful celebration of
Christmas music with Brian McClure. Brian
majored in piano performance at
Georgia State University and we are blessed to

if you will allow me to drop a few numbers on
have him at Bethel.

you, we can celebrate together.

Since 2006, COB has provided 64 homes with fam-

ily members numbering up to 313 with a hot holi- A love offering will be collected with proceeds to

day meal. With the partnership of four different benefit the Haven House
schools, a local NJROTC, 2 Girl Scout Troops and

others, we have Cou.ected over 10,800 canned Youth Fall Retreat

goods plus an additional 39 crates of non- -

perishable food items. Our sponsors have aided We had a great time on the

in bringing in over 27 barrels of toys, 12 boxes of youth retreat at Hard La-

stocking stuffers and 5 boxes of candy & snacks.
Samaritan's Purse helped provide our adopted
families with enough hygiene products to last 3 to
4 months at a time. Not to mention dental hy-
giene products from 3 dentists. Other sources
provided us with 95 jars of baby food and for-
mula, diapers and around 175 blankets. Holman
Bible International donated bibles to our cause for
the past 2 years. And last, but certainly not least,
generous members of Bethel UMC provided our
tamilies with oodles and oodles of fresh fruit and
desserts. But I would be remiss in my duties if I
did not mention our numerous volunteers! With-
out them and the above mentioned, we would not
have been able to operate. Thank you very, very

bor Creek discovering
what it meant to be on fire
for God! 16 youth attended
the retreat along with 10 adults which
were a huge help in making this a fan-
tastic weekend.
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So now.. let's get started with COB 2011! __?-fw ‘

Mary Ann Hill
| GIVING SUMMARY FOR THE FIRST THREE SUNDAYS |
| FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER |
I General Fund Received $ 18,262.18 I
I Conference Apportionments Received 474.00 |
: Giving for the first three Sundays in June $18,736.18 :
| Our Monthly Budget goal 305687.77 |
| I

-
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http://www.afriendshouse.org/friends-house/about-us.html%0A

Ron Milline
Debbie Elder
Jean Cornwell

"\ Amy Hopkins
Harvey Hill

Ronnie Berryman

Harry Orne Connie Walden
Ee———9 Barbara Huffman Ernie & George Phillips
Donald Moye Susan O’'Neal
Tillie Clark Rusty Pierson
Patty Lyons Jack Eldridge
Kelsey Knight Norman Heil
Wayne Phillips Joyce Swann
Annette Johnson Doug & Nannette Field
Connor Mobley Adam Webb
Stephanie Spivey Mullins Family
Viola Hinners Ed White
Ray Craft, Jr. Chanda White

Tracey Redding

Rachel Davis

Sue McManus

Chloe Lyle

Mike Bialik

David Jones

Leo Gomez

Virginia Mullikin

Josh Foster

Family of Louise Murphy
William (Mac) McArthur
Jane Borelli

Teresa Walters

Clifford Sims

Dave Ramsey’s

Fmancnj e

UNIVERSITY

We would like to offer you the opportunity to partici-
pate in Dave Ramsey’ s Fi
If you are interested in learning to manage your fi-
nances in a more biblical way that will give your fam-
ily a sense of peace, please sign up in the Narthex
of either the Chapel or the Worship Center. In the
thirteen lessons you will learn how to Beat Debt,
Build Wealth, Find Bargains and Invest for the Fu-
ture. Class dates and time have not been set at
this time.

Fellowship Dinners
December 14: Fishes and Loaves Dinner.
December 21: No Dinner Tonight
December 28: No Dinner Tonight

Felowsnp

For Fishes and Loaves

dinner, bring your favorite dish to
share. Free! If you would like to
make a donation, it will go to-
wards buying plates and utensils.

Live Nativity
December 2nd & 3rd

6:3011 8:30
Peace Uni

Bet hel wi ||
4™ Live Nativity Dec. 2 & 3 from 6:30-
8: 30. We
parts. |
acting. But although simple, it gives a

need 7
tds very
strong feeling of the nativity to those
stopping by. Evangelism team will be
there to hand out packets about things
coming up at Bethel and the sanctuary
will be open for warmth, prayers and ho
chocolate. If you can be in the Nativity
on Friday or Saturday nights, please
contact Clyde Smith immediately. Feel

wave a flashlight at the driveway to dire
folks in. Actors need to be there at 6pm
We 6 | |
moments after 8:30.

have you

verlsi

e
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God has truly blessed Bethel United
{75'7 Methodist Church and Bethel contin-
o0 ues to be a blessing from GOD to our
community.

This month we have been able to
more than double the number of peo-
ple we have assisted. Last month we
were able to help 78 people. This month 36 fami-
lies with a total of 172 family members have been
helped with food. Please keep these families in
your prayers.

Abigail's
Pantry

Below is a |list of food
tends to run low on. If you can pick up an item or
two from this list periodically, we will stay stocked
and ready for God to touch our community.

Food items:
Peanut Butter Jelly Spaghetti Sauce
Mac n’ C ICaneed Eruit Green Beans

Cereal (hot/cold) Dry Milk Salt/Pepper
Canned Soup Canned Meat dog/cat food

Non-food items that we are frequently asked
for:

Toilet Paper Soap Shampoo
P 'F&niike AybidndPebdudts

Katie Nep Circle
December 10 | 3:00PM
Katie Nep Circle welcomes

all ladies to their monthly
meeting. The meeting will be
at the Fellowship Hall. Join
this circle for a time of mis-
sion -oriented fun and study.
All ladies of the church are
invited

”]oy 1rc1e[ Rf thte Ur}g\t%dl g

Methodlst Women meets
December 15, at 7:00 pm in the
Fellowship Hall.

Come and bring a dish to share
and join in the fun, fellowship
and growth. You do not have

to be a member of the church or

Joy Circle to attend. Come find

out why it is called the

“Joy Circle”

t @ 0 p ITre fin@ncet office updates
° Remember, if you want to
know the financial state of
Bethel with regards to the
General Fund or the Desig-
nated Fund..go
check out the board located
near the men’
the west wing of the Sanctu-
ary. If you have any ques-
tions please do not hesitate to contact Do-
reen Elliott, Church Treasurer. | am almost
always in the church office on Wednesday
mornings after 9am or you can email me at :
bookkeeper@bethel-umc.com.

In Christian Love, Doreen

S
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October Designated Giving:

A Friend’ $1000use
gCOBo me | u $140.00
Beansand Rlce $ 5.00
Abigail ' s$1B0Ot ry

|thF|rrpgglest|n boalr]dénonﬂ'llg rod

United Methodist

I Men

Join us again
December 17, 2011 at
8:00 for Breakfast,

b yFum, f=dllowship, and
devotional study. All

&P df the €Hlirch Are

urged to come!

Ladies, please

at the church
around
<~ 11:00 am every
2nd & 4th
B Tuesday of the
LUITCIT
month.
j U H C H You are welcome
to come eat and

fellowship
with us!
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Ilewsletter Articles
/

December 15

a1 Pastoriiaveéllr

leads a Mid Day
Bible Study.

NOON in the
Conference
Room.

Drop-Ins

Welcome

Wednesdays af

=~

Bethel Service
Times

Contemporary
Service

8:30 am
Sunday School
9:4510:45 am

Traditional Service

11:00 am

1%

PRAY FOR OUR
1. 0.0.8.8,

MILITARY
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Children's Mlnlstry Xplode Youth Ministry,

Christmas party for all children will be Sunday December 18 during our regular 5pm-7pm time in the fel-
lowship hall. Bring snacks, drink, friends, gifts and a love of fun to our holiday gathering.

00 I Dear Bethel Family,
The month of November was a bit loud during Sunday School as the kids learned to Praise the Lord! %

As we are now in the Advent season, having just celebrated

Thanksgiving, | would like to take a moment to say Merry Xmas!

Now some may be offended at first when you read this and think

r that | may be taking Christ out of CHRISTmas. However, | would

like to take a few moments to make things clear. The X actually

comes from the Greek formyefiU@Hr i s
Most Christians are familiar with the symboll , the Chi Rho

(Psalm 150:6)

Volunteers are always welcome! Seasoned saints many of you have wonderful stories of when you were
Sunday School teachers. The children of Bethel could only grow stronger in their walks with God if you
share.

Thanks everyone for a wonderful 2011, and | pray to see everyone and even more in 2012.

Golf tournament is going to occur in the Spring. Tomeka Johnson is chairing the event, If you do not know

Tomeka, she attends 11AM service and has 2 wonderful kids- Taylor and Courtney. Leave a message at (sometimes called the labarum), which comes from taking the first

the church if you have an interest in working with such a wonderful and intelligent young woman in prepar- t wo Gr eek |l etter s from Christ'®s name, t he Chi
ing our first Children Ministry Golf Tournament! of XP being used for Christ as early as 1021. The X started being used to shorten Christmas as

Go BeYonD dates for the rest of the year (and January 2012): December 4, 11th, and 18th. We will re- early as 1100. Because of misunderstandings bishops in the Church of England began to rec-

sume on January 8, 2012! ommend to their clergy that the term Xmas not be used. In 1977 the Governor of New Hamp-
Acolytes are needed and a big part of the church experience. Contact Chanda by phone, by email, or stop shire sent out a press release telling everyone to keep Christ in Christmas and not to call it

me after 11am service. Xmas, which he declared as a pagan spelling.

Christ is very much alive in Christmas even when using the term Xmas! Although
many today are unaware that the shorthand Xmas actually started in the Christian tradition, we

are not removing Christ from Christmas when using this term. | urge you to share this informa-
If you have any questions about Children' s-8M6(el)stry pl etionwithdrieqdsfamily, andco- W‘%{'keWItnh@ttygu hear US'rlg'fh?' ¢eym Xmag this year, so that

(770) 474-6318 (home), (678) 875-0546 (work) or you can send emails to chanda@bethel-umc.com they too will understand the true meaning of merry Xmas! Join me this holiday season in bring
Christ back in Xmas. Merry Xmas Bethel Family and a Happy New Year!
o ﬁaﬁ We want to remind all Children’s Church is available for children age four
s R members and visitors that our -l through second grade during the 11 AM Service. Serve in Love,
Nursery is for newborns through Chlldren who have been promoted out of the
children aged three. Once a CHlLDRENS second grade should remain in the sanctuary with Justin Cabe

child has reached her fourth —CHURCH= s parent. When we get more volunteers, we will

be able to have activities for children third grade and be-
yond. Thank you for your support.

birthday, the nursery is no longer an option for her.

The Children Ministry's Christmas "gift" to the community is PTA- Parent Time Away on Saturday, December 3 from CHRT'STM?{'STY The Youth will 0 /-’M‘l’z On Monday De-
10am-5pm. This is a time the church opens its doors to a maximum of thirty (30) elementary school students so that par- ] 4:1 be having their ; ~ cember 19, we
ents may be able to get some shopping done. When parents drop off their children in the fellowship hall, we want to offer - @ Christ rt

a fun, safe place for the children. The fun will to include games, recreation, arts and crafts, and possibly a movie. We will s rnstmas party

provide a time for 2 snacks and a lunch of chicken nuggets, bread, 2 sides, dessert and drink. The cost of PTA is $7 per
child. We need volunteers for this to be a success. Please consider the list below and keep the date open so that you

7/
'\‘

VW

) have spots avail-
able to go and work

F z = . . .
OOD?A“’CQ:)) at Helping in His

Wil
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£ on Sunday De-
cember 18 at 5

0
0. \)
can assist. If you know of others who may be able to assist, please share the information with them. . . . \) '
hree ith 2 adul 10 chil pm, this will be our final Sun- "0/ mm Name food pantry
1  three classes with 2 adults per 10 children day night meeting of the year! ) A here in Stockbridge. The Dead-
1 1 person on playground ; 00 = . ) . .
7 adult float/relief adults Each person needs to bring a line to sign up for this event will
3 5 youth assistants gift for the White Elephant gift . be Sunday December 18. For
T 16 adults and 5 youth to make this a success eXChange as Wel_l as a snack mori Im:[(_)rmsa_tlon or queitlor?sl
A flyer went to Austin Road and Fairview Elementary Schools in November sharing this program and registration infor- for the group durmg the party. b Se.e ustin. . I.gn u'p now'o help
mation. Please consider volunteering so that the surrounding community can see what a gem it has in Bethel United this great mm'Stry-
Methodist Church. . I




